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SUBJECT: PLO SUSTAINS ATTACK ON SECRETARY'S SETTLEMENT EFFORTS 
WHILE PONDERING SYRIAN OFFER OF JOINT S YRI AN -PALESTINIAN 
COMMAND 

REFS: A. BEIRUT 2985 (NOTAL); B. DAMASCUS 884 (NOTAL 

1. MAR 8 EDITORIAL IN PLO WEEKLY, FILASTIN AL THAWRA, MAIN- 
TAINED AND ELABORATED EXPLANATION FOR MAR 5 TERRORIST OPERATION 
IN TEL AVIV FIRST PROVIDED BY FATAH LEADER SALAH KHALAF (ABU 
IYAD) MAR 6 (REFTEL A). LINKING TEL AVIV RAID DIRECTLY 
WITH SECRETARY’S VISIT, FILASTIN AL THAWRA CHARGED THAT SETTLEMENT 
SOUGHT BY USG IS DIRECTED AGAINST PALESTINIANS AND SEEKS ISOLATE 
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TEL AVIV ATTACK, WEEKLY CONCLUDED, DEMONSTRATED CONCLUSIVELY THAT 
"IT HAS BECOME TOTALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO IGNORE RIGHTS OF PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE IN ORDER TO PLEASE THE ENEMY (ISRAEL).” 

2. 'ARAFAT, IN RELATED DEVELOPMENT, HAS "WARMLY WELCOMED" 

OFFER OF SYRIAN PRES ASSAD (REFTEL B) TO CREATE JOINT SYRIAN- 
PALESTINIAN POLITIC AI ./MILITARY COMMAND. 'ARAFAT'S ST ATEMENT, 
RELEASED LATE MAR 8 BY PALESTINE NEWS AGENCY, WAFA, CONTAINED 
NO FURTHER COMMENT ON SYRIAN PROPOSAL. 

3. COMMENT: WE DEFER TO EMBASSY DAMASCUS IN ASSESSING MOTIVATIONS 
BEHIND SYRIAN PROPOSAL, BUT WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE AT PRESENT THAT 
PRES ASSAD'S OFFER WAS WORKED OUT IN ADVANCE WITH PLO LEADERSHIP. 
WHILE ARAFAT & CO., TO EXTENT THEY CONTINUE SEEK ARAB REASSURANCE 
AND ROLE IN SETTLEMENT PROCESS, MAY FIND CERTAIN ASPECTS OF 

JOINT COMMAND IDEA ATTRACTIVE, THEY HAVE SO FAR AVOIDED COMMITTING 
THEMSELVES TO IT. THEY UNDOUBTEDLY SEE PIT FALLS AND DIS- 
ADVANTAGES IN IT AS WELL, IN VIEW OF PAST SARG EFFORTS TO DOMINATE 
PLO AND PLO LEADERSHIP'S LINGERING SUSPICIONS OF SYRIAN MOTIVES 
VIS-A-VIS ME SETTLEMENT PROCESS. WE THINK THAT 'ARAFAT’S INITIAL 
PUBLIC REACTION IS THEREFORE PROBABLY MERE POLITESSE, AND THAT PLO 
LEADERSHIP-DESPITE ITS NERVOUSNESS OVER AND OPPOSITION TO EGYPT'S 
DEALINGS WITH SECRETARY KISSINGER AND ISRAELIS- WILL THINK TWICE 
BEFORE LEAPING INTO BED WITH SARG IN ACCORDANCE WITH NEW RELATION- 
SHIP PROPOSED BY ASSAD. 

GODLEY 
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